December 23, 2007

Good morning!  Merry Christmas to everyone celebrating that holiday.

<h3>Notes and Articles</h3>

I have been putting weekly articles on the site this off-season chronicling the major moves this off-season so the notes here will be a little sparse.  Please check out the <a href=”http://www.baseballtriviaquiz.com/memberArticle.php”>articles</a> on the site for that information. 

<h3>Mitchell Report</h3>

I am sure you have had your full of the Mitchell Report but I have to ask a single question on the current players admitting to the use of steroids or HGH: have you noticed that almost every player that has admitted to using these substances has said they only tried them at most a couple of times to help them get over an injury?  Think about and if you want to send your thoughts, I would more than happy to get in an email discussion with you. :)

<h3>Did you know?</h3>

On July 28, 1909, Joe Tinker, of the Chicago Cubs, becomes the first player to steal home twice in one game.

Now on with the show: 

Last round of questions:

Theme for last round of questions: <b>2002/2003 Chicago Cubs Transactions</b> 

<b>Question #335:</b>

On November 1, 2002 this player was granted free agency and would eventually sign with the Los Angeles Dodgers replacing Eric Karros at first base.  Ironically the Cubs would trade for Karros to fill the hole left by not signing this 9th round 1981 New York Yankees draft pick.  Name him.  Charlie W was the first one with the correct answer.  Fred McGriff.

<b>Others answering correctly:</b>

Mike L, Bob S, Ronnie R, John C, Sherwin H, Ron G, Ethan J, Richard K, Keith E, Tony D

<b>Question #336:</b>

In December of 2002 the Cubs would trade catcher Todd Hundley and pitcher Chad Hermansen to the Los Angeles for first basemen Eric Karros and this player who would play all 121 of his games at second base for the Cubs in 2003.  Name him.  Charlie W was the first one with the correct answer.  Mark Grudzielanek.

<b>Others answering correctly:</b>

Mike L, Bob S, Ronnie R, Sherwin H, Ron G, Ethan J, Richard K, Aaron M, Keith E, Tony D

<b>Question #337:</b>

In a mid-season trade the Cubs would send this third basemen packing to the Colorado Rockies in the return the Cubs received Jose Hernandez (see next question for more) for a second time.  Name the one time Oakland product that saw limited action for Cincinnati in 2007.  Mike L was the first one with the correct answer.  Mark Bellhorn.

<b>Others answering correctly:</b>

Bob S, Ronnie R, Sherwin H, Ron G, Richard K, Keith E, John C, Tony D

<b>Question #338:</b>

The Chicago Cubs Jose Hernandez would only see action in 23 games before being sent, along with Matt Bruback (minors) and eventually Bobby Hill (to complete the deal), to Pittsburgh.  In return the Cubs received Kenny Lofton, to spark their offense, and this eventual Cubs All-Star.  Name him.  Mike L was the first one with the correct answer.  Aramis Ramirez.

<b>Others answering correctly:</b>

Bob S, Ronnie R, Sherwin H, Ron G, Ethan J, Richard K, Keith E, Mark R, Tony D

New questions:

Theme for this round of questions: <b>1996/1997 Seattle Mariners Transactions</b>

<b>Question #340:</b>

In 1997 this pitcher would post a 17-5 record for the Seattle Mariners.  Name this player who was signed as a free agent in November 1996.

<b>Question #341:</b>

In July 1997, the Seattle Mariners sent pitcher Derek Lowe and this player to the Boston Red Sox for reliever Heathcliff Slocumb who turned out to be a bust for Mariners in the stretch run. Name the two-time All-Star catcher originally signed in the first round of the 1994 draft.

<b>Question #342:</b>

In July 1997, the Seattle Mariners sent outfielder Jose Cruz to Toronto.  In return they received this reliever, who had solid regular season numbers for Seattle but gave up four earned runs in two-thirds of an inning to Baltimore in the ALDS.

<b>Please send your name in the body of the e-mail along with your responses.</b>

&#34;I was just frustrated with the way I was feeling and the way my knee was feeling.  I was just hoping it would help me heal.  There were rumors that it was a wonder drug, that it helped injuries go away a lot quicker.&#34;  Gary Bennett who signed last week after the Mitchell report named him as an HGH user.

Good luck and thanks for participating, 

Baseball Trivia Quiz 

weeklyQuestion@baseballtriviaquiz.com 
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